
     
               
               
               
               
   
 
 
 
 
               
               

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
    
       
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
       
       
       
  
 
 

       
           

                  
 

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE 

McDonough County, Illinois 

January, 2017 Newsletter 

Advocacy Network for Children Mission Statement:  To protect and uphold the rights of children when wrongs have been committed 
against them; to help abused or neglected children have safe, permanent homes where they can thrive; to act as a powerful voice in 
these children’s best interest and to educate the public about the plight of unrepresented children within the child welfare system. 

 

 

 

2016 Statistics 

 

CASA of McDonough County has advocated for a total 

of 72 abused and neglected children in 2016.  The 

breakdown follows (1 case = 1 child): 

 Started the year = 36 children 

 Newly assigned cases = 36 

 Cases closed  = 13 

 Active volunteers as of year end = 19 

 

 Closed case breakdown:  

  Adoption = 1 

  Returned/Remain Home = 11 

  Aged out = 1 

 

Of the 36 cases assigned to CASA at the beginning of 

2016, 1 originated in 2011; and 10 in 2014. 

 

It has been proven that having a CASA volunteer 

advocate for abused and neglected children shortens the 

time until permanency is achieved.  Thanks CASA 

volunteers for your commitment to abused and neglected 

children and helping assure they have a safe, permanent 

home where they can thrive in as short of time as 

possible. 

******** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASA Volunteer Birthdays! 
 

Brenda Thompson – January 7th 
 
 

 

Help us abide by the rules and regulations . . . 
 
Once each year we are required to update our files 
with a copy of your driver’s license and auto insurance 
card.  Please make arrangements to stop by the 
Macomb CASA office where those documents can be 
copied, or put a copy of them in the mail to CASA,  
P. O. Box 484, Macomb, IL 61455.  Thanks for helping 
us remain compliant! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Minimum Parenting Capacity . . . 

What is it? 
 
A parent must have a “minimum parenting 
capacity” and meet minimum parenting 
standards.   According to DCFS, minimum 
standards are “. . . the child is adequately 
fed, clothed appropriately for the weather 
conditions, provided with adequate shelter, 
protected from physical, mental and 
emotional harm, and provided with 
necessary medical care and education 
required by law.”  
 
Usually, the abused and neglected children 
our volunteers advocate for have been 
placed in foster care because one or more 
of these minimum standards have not been 
met; the child was in danger.  As the case 
moves through the juvenile system, the 
Court may also order the parent(s) to 
participate in evaluations and assessments    
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which help determine his or her ability to parent. One such assessment is a Parenting 
Capacity Assessment.  This assessment is performed by a trained professional such as a 
licensed clinical psychologist and provides the following information. 
 

 The capacity of a parent to carry out parenting responsibilities with social skills and 
adaptive capabilities, not IQ. 

 The capacity to be aware of, and respond to, the child’s physical needs and the 
ability to provide a safe environment. 

 The capacity to be aware of and respond appropriately to the child’s psychosocial 
needs, including sensory stimulation. 

 The capacity to love and invest emotionally in the child and to invest emotional 
energy in caretaking. 

 The ability to experience the child as a separate person with his or her own needs, 
not as an extension of the caregiver. 

 The capacity to realize that the child cannot produce gratification and self-esteem 
for the parent. 

 The ability to recognize when assistance may be needed and to accept that help 
when offered. 

 The ability to respond appropriately to emergency situations.** 

 
The psychologist interviews the parent and observes the parent interacting with the child.  
The parent interview is detailed and covers social history, past and current mental health, 
relationships, anger issues, employment and medical history, substance abuse and more.  
Various models are used to assess cognitive, academic and personality functioning.  Even 
the likelihood of child abuse can be assessed.  Other testing, such as the Marschak 
Interaction Method, is used to evaluate parent-child interactions (play make believe, put a 
puzzle together, read a book together, and more).  The psychologist summaries his finding 
in a report.   
 
He makes recommendations such as counselling to assist with a mental illness, a 
medication evaluation by psychiatrist, parenting classes to help develop an understanding 
of developmental levels of children, anger management and even basic daily living skills.  
The report might outline a conclusion such as “It is doubtful that he will be able to complete 
services that will make enough changes in him to enable him to meet basic parenting 
criteria and become stable enough to parent his son without ongoing risk of harm.” 
 
Minimum parenting standards are standards sufficient to meet a child’s basic needs; food, 
clothing, shelter and safety.  Minimum parenting capacity goes beyond.  It is the mental 
ability, the psychological ability of the parent to carry out the parenting responsibilities 
listed above.   After receiving the psychologist’s report, the court might order “specialized 
parenting classes at the parent’s level to offer the best opportunity to learn how to parent.”  
Or, it could be determined to be in the best interest of the child(ren) for the goal to change 
to adoption.  Once the goal changes, it can still take months for the adoption process to be 
finalized.  The CASA stays on the case until it is formally closed. 
 
** (taken from the Office of Training and Professional Development, DCFS.) 

 
******* 
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Advocacy Network for Children Holiday Open House 

 

On December 13
th

, the Advocacy Network for Children hosted a Holiday Open 

House.  Both McDonough County programs, CASA (Court Appointed Special 

Advocates) and the CAC (Children’s Advocacy Center) invited program 

participants and others supporting those programs to share a time of fellowship 

and hors d’oeuvres.  Todd Shackelford, Executive Director of the Advocacy 

Network for Children, greeted those attending.  What a great way for the 

agency to begin the holiday season and offer our thanks to so many who 

participate in and support our programs.   

 

 

CASA volunteers, Children’s 

Advocacy Center team members and 

valued supporters of the Advocacy 

Network for Children gather at the 

open house held in the parlor of the 

First Presbyterian Church. 

                           
  

 
 

    Friends of CASA (left to right)  

             Charlotte Morrow, 

              Joan Keithley Lindsay and 

                        Shirley Jobe 

 
 

 

Jessica Bolton, Children’s Advocacy Center, 

  Todd Shackelford, Executive Director of  

     Advocacy Network for Children and  

                Judge Rodney Clark. 



 
 

 
 

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE 
Upcoming Events in 2017 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

January 10, 2017 – Brown Bag Lunch at 12:00 noon.  Pete Tarantola, Program Director 

of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Warren and McDonough Counties.  Pete will talk about the BBBS 
program that touches the lives of so many children! 
 

February 14 – Brown Bag Lunch at 12:00 noon.  Will Wetzel, Director of Genesis Gardens 

will speak to us about the “journey of the homeless shelter” on Carroll Street and other program 
offered by Genesis Gardens. 
 

March 4, 2017 – Save the date.  Advocacy Network for Children Annual 
Fundraiser Dinner!  CASA volunteers, you and your guest attend at no charge!  FUN! 

 
March 21 – Brown Bag Lunch at 12:00 noon.  Kate McGruder, Director of Early Beginnings 

will speak about the services her program offers to children and their families. 

 
April – Child Abuse Awareness and Prevention Month. 

 

April 8 – Koins for Kids.  Interested in volunteering your time, if only a couple hours, at one of 

our collection sites?   The “koins” collected help provide CASA volunteers for abused children in 
McDonough County.   Contact Vicki Duba at 309-544-0003. 
 

April 19 – Evening Poverty Simulation In-Service.   CASA of McDonough County has 

invited Lisa Fulkerson, University of Illinois Extension Office, to conduct this poverty simulation.  The 
event simulates living a life in poverty and needing to rely on the “system” to help meet the family’s 
basic needs.   The simulation is most successful when there is a good-sized group to participate.  If 
you are a member of a local agency, a church with an outreach program for the poor, or an individual 
interested in participating, please call Vicki Duba, 309-544-0003 to reserve a spot! 
 

April – Flag Raising at Macomb City Hall.  The tradition of raising the Child Abuse 

Awareness and Prevention flag at Macomb City Hall will continue.   The flag will fly throughout the 
month of April to promote awareness of child abuse.  Date to be announced. 

 
  
 


