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Our office will be closed on July 3rd however staff members will be available by 

cell phone.  The office will be closed on Tuesday July 4th in observance of the  

holiday.  We will be open for normal business hours on Wednesday July 5th. 

Happy a save and happy holiday! 

Happy July Birthday! 

Joy Jurrnes - 1st; Abby Wayman - 4th;  

Lynn Semerad - 7th; Pat Dillon - 28th 

Enjoy Your Special Day!! 

As you might remember  

from previous years, we do  

not hold Noon-Networkings or  

In-Services typically during July & August. While 

not forgetting about your continuing education  

requirements, this is a great time to make good use 

of our CASA library with book, movies, etc., that 

would all count towards your requirement.  Please 

talk to CASA staff if you participate in activities for 

work that might count or you watched a movie that 

might apply….we will help you with the process of 

getting your credit.  

For most students who  

participate in Summer 

School, it will be wrapping 

up this month. If your CASA 

kids are enrolled in Summer 

School it is imperative that 

you speak with their  

instructors regarding how 

they are doing in school. 

This information should be  

included in your next court 

report. If you need help  

connecting with the schools 

please ask the CASA staff 

for assistance.  

“We can’t do much about the length of our lives, 

but we can do plenty about its width and depth.” 

~Evan Esar 

You still have  

until July 10th to 

register for the July 

14th training that 

was mentioned in 

June’s newsletter. 

Give us a call! 



Whenever a “best interest” determination is required, the following 
factors shall be considered in the context of the child’s age  
and developmental needs: 

 
1. The physical safety and welfare of the child, including food, shelter, 

health, and clothing 
2.The development of the child’s identity 
3. The child’s background and ties, including familial, cultural, and reli-

gious 
4. The child’s sense of attachments, including: 

A. Where the child actually feels love, attachment and a sense 
of belonging 

B. The child’s sense of security 
C. The child’s sense of familiarity; 
D. Continuity of affection for the child; 

The least disruptive placement alternative for the child; 
5. The child’s wishes and long-term goals 
6. The child’s community ties, including church, school, and friends 
7. The child’s need for permanency, stability and continuity of relation-

ships with parent figures, siblings and other relatives 
8. The uniqueness of every family and child 
9. The risks attendant to entering and being in substitute care 
10. The preferences of the persons available to care for the child. 

Recently the CASA staff was able to attend the Illinois CASA State  

conference.  Among the speakers we heard, The Executive Director of the 

Child Protection Training Academy, Susan Evans, spoke regarding a  

variety of important topics for both DCFS and CASA. One topic that is 

worthy of repeating is the outline of “best interest”. We use these words 

all the time, however the following slide taken from her presentation does 

a wonderful job of breaking down the detailed concept.   

If after reading the above outline you would like more information, please contact 

our office and we will share her power point presentation in its entirety.   

In addition, more information can be found at www.illinois.gov/dcfs 


