advaracy

network for children

2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

In This Issue:

Dine to Donate, Drink to

Donate and Proceeds Days - 2

Child Abuse Awareness and
Prevention Month - 2

Fundraising Dinner - 2
New CASA Volunteers -2
Your Help is Needed - 2

Community Involvement - 2

Community Grants -3
Staff News -3

Agency Goals -3
Program Statistics - 3
Agency Programs - 4
Agency Staff - 4

Board of Directors - 4
Thank You’s - 5-7

From the Executive Divector

This past year has had its share of ups and
downs. We saw the highest number of chil-
dren in each of our two core programs,
CASA and CAC, then we have had in any
other year. Fortunately for these children,
we have amazing team members who work
together to end the abuse and start them
on the road to recovery.

We have been blessed with a number of private and communi-
ty grants to support our agency, its programs and staff to help
broaden the services provided and to make sure we can contin-
ue to provide the services these children need during the most
difficult time of their life.

With new grant funding from the Department of Children and
Family Services, we were able to expand our CASA program in-
to Mason, Menard and Scott Counties. Now the children in the
care of the court in these counties will be able to have a CASA
volunteer speaking on their behalf.

Community support has been overwhelming and we couldn’t
do what we do without it. From our awareness events in April
during Child Abuse Awareness & Prevention Month to our an-
nual fundraising dinner in October, the support of our commu-
nity has truly been amazing.

We have a dedicated board of directors who take their role
very seriously. Their commitment and passion is truly second
to none.

You can be a part of our team too. Please consider a donation
to the agency or consider becoming a CASA volunteer. For
more information, call us at 217-223-2272.

Todd Shackelford

STANDING STRONG FOR ABUSED CHILDREN




DINE TO DONATE, DRINK TO DONATE AND PROCEED DAYS
RAISE AWARENESS AND MONEY

The agency held several “Dine to Donate” fundraising and awareness events in April. Area restau-
rants included Culver’s in Quincy, Platt Daddy BBQ in Quincy, Pizza Unlimited in Rushville and Hagel
1891 in Mt. Sterling as well as a proceeds day at TCBY in Quincy. “Drink to Donate” events were held
at The Drink Shop in Mt. Sterling and Carter’s Coffee in Quincy. Jill Havermale from Crafts n Creations
designed and sold crew sweatshirts throughout the month. A portion of proceeds from all these
events were donated to the agency and together raised nearly $5,800.00. Thank you to these local
businesses for coming on board and supporting our agency. We would also like to thank everyone
who showed their support and made a purchase during these events.

CHILD ABUSE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION MONTH

In addition to the Dine to Donate, Drink to Donate and proceeds days, the agency held other events
to honor child victims of abuse and neglect throughout the month of April. A flag raising was held in
Quincy, pinwheel plantings and community events were held in Brown, Hancock, Morgan, Pike and
Schuyler Counties and the Quincy Bayview Bridge was lit blue the week of April 1st.

We would like to thank everyone who attended these events. It is so important that communities
come together and play an active role in preventing child abuse and neglect.

FUNDRAISING DINNER A HUGE SUCCESS

The annual fundraising dinner was held on October 18th at The Ambiance in Quincy. The “Tailgate
to Celebrate” themed dinner raised over $44,000.00. We would like to thank the fundraising com-
mittee for all their hard work. Members included Whitney Mintert (Co-Chair), Gina Wolf (Co-Chair),
Brooke Hunsaker, Kylee Straube, Kori Griffin, Angie St. Clair, Sally Westerhoff, Lisa Theurer, Diane
Disseler, Stacy Melton, Heather Leindecker, Kearstin Still, Diane Pieper (Staff), Danielle Buss (Staff),
and Erica Parrish (Staff). Congratulations to Bob Daly, this year’s recipient of the “Clairice Hetzler
Advocacy for Children Award” and to Quincy Service Club, recipient of the “Advocacy Network for
Children Business Award".

WELCOME NETW CASA VOLUNTEERS
Adams County: Christina Engle, Chloe Saxbery, Dawn Patton, Wanda Robertson, Sylvia King-Boling,
Brooke Wells, Emily Gittings.
Hancock County: Gloria Davis, Taylor Huls.
Cass County: Angela Van-Brooker.
Morgan County: Leslie Howard, Diane Enz, John Roth, April Pierce, Carol Flynn, Christina Butler.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
Advocacy Network for Children could not continue its mission of advocating and protecting children
without YOUR help. You can help with a monetary donation to the operating agency or Foundation
or with an office supply donation. We also have a need for volunteers to help with Happy Bear
presentations, fundraising and mailings.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Advocacy Network for Children works closely with other area organizations to bring awareness to
abuse and neglect. Staff participates and attends monthly United Way meetings and takes part in the
Adams County AOK program.

For pictures from our various events, visit our Facebook page or website at www.advonet.org.



COMMUNITY GRANTS AWARDED

The agency was blessed to be the recipient of several
private community grants this year. In addition, grant
funds are received from Adams County United Way,
McDonough County United Way, Prairieland United
Way and Great River Region United Way.

Thank you to the various grantors for their support:

- The Stamerjohn Family Fund through the Comm-
unity Foundation, $1,000.00 for general support;
$1,047.34 Community Endowment Funds grant
through the Community Foundation for general sup-
port;

- TCC Gives (Verizon), $1,200 to offset costs for CAC
staff and 3 MDT members to attend the Champions
for Children Conference in Chicago;

- Quincy Service Club, $900 to train two staff mem-
bers (Jamie Carroll and Amber Range) to become
facilitators for Darkness to Light;

- Tracy Family Foundation, $3,974 to send two staff
members to the Crimes Against Children Conference
in Dallas, TX; $4,000 Volunteer Value grant for coach-
ing and training for volunteer recruitment, engage-
ment, retention and recognition; $32,000 for expand-
ed mental health services;

- Keokuk Area Community Foundation, $5,000 for
Hancock County CASA;

- Health and Wellness Foundation of Pike County,
$12,500 for Pike County CASA;

- Marion Gardner Jackson Charitable Trust, $16,000
for forensic interview equipment and support for our
Children’s Advocacy Centers.

STAFF NEWS

Anniversaries: Lexi Goehl, Adams County CASA Coor-
dinator, 5 years on October 16th.

Erica Parrish started on January 29th as the new CASA
Volunteer Recruiter/Coordinator; Amber Sarnes start-
ed on December 2nd as the new Mason and Menard
County CASA Coordinator.

On July 1st Danielle Buss transitioned into the role of
Associate Executive Director and Brittany Durst tran-
sitioned into the role of CASA Manager.

Staff attend trainings and conferences throughout the
year to comply with continuing education require-
ments. State and National conferences for both the
CASA and CAC programs were attended this year as
well as the 2024 Legislative Day in Springfield.

GOAL OF THE AGENCY

The goal of Advocacy Network for Children is really
quite simple — to protect and uphold the rights of
children when wrongs have been committed against
them, to help abused or neglected children have safe
permanent homes where they can thrive, to act as a
powerful voice in these children’s best interests, and
to educate the public about the plight of abused
children.

STATISTICS
FY 2024 FY 2023
-Children’s Advocacy Center Activity
Cases Referred

All 9 counties 524 435
-CASA Activity

All counties

Children Served 583 582
# of Volunteers 115 115
Adams County

Children Served 309 345
# of Volunteers 57 61
Hancock County

Children Served 40 43
# of Volunteers 15 14
Morgan County

Children Served 100 94
# of Volunteers 16 17
Pike County

Children Served 78 67
# of Volunteers 8 12
Brown County

Children Served 14 10

# of Volunteers 4 3
Cass County

Children Served 25

# of Volunteers 1

Schuyler County

Children Served 17 20
# of Volunteers 5 6
Prevention Program Activity
Presentations Made 73 45
# of Children Reached 2748 2530
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Scott County

Advocacy Network for Childrew Staff
Karolina Anton-Mumma
Jessica Bullard
Danielle Buss
Jamie Carroll
Brittany Durst
Lexi Goehl
Anita Hanke
Mandy Humphry
Kristan Miller
Erica Parrish

Menard County
Morgan County
Pike County

Advocacy Network for Childrew
Boowd of Directors

Brooke Stokes, President
Jana Hattey, Vice President
Eric Niemann, Treasurer
Heather Leindecker, Secretary
Denette Kuhlman, Past President
William Spear
Tish Hodges
Tracy Genenbacher
Stacy Melton
Dan Trower
Sharon Lewis
Ashley Steadman
Rick Halter

Advocacy Network for Childrew
Foundation Board of Divectory

Kent Snider, President
Lowell Yates, Vice President
Kristie Chevalier, Treasurer/Secretary
Bob Daly

Denette Kuhlman

" William Spear

Jamie Peek ,,g Py \,)‘i,

Diane Pieper %}4 £ G

Amber Range p’hlﬁ 2

Amber Sarnes .

Susan Tode CHTLTSRAENS

Todd Shackelford ALLIANCE® =
— ACCREDITED ®

United Way of
Adams County, Inc.

McDonough County
United Way

Prairleland United Way

United Way of the
Great River Region

MEMBER

Administrative Office
1420 Harrison Street

\ . ]
X
CASA

Cour Appointeg Spec-al Advocotes
FOR CHILDREN

Quincy, 1L 62301
217.223.2272 (phone) 217.223.6791 (fax) A

JOIN US ON

I facebook

=

www.advonet.org



Thank you to the following individuals and businesses for their generous donations and
in-kind gifts for our 2024 Fundraising Dinner & At.ction

Bob Bergman

Nancy Bernhardt

Vicki Blackwell

James & Marian Bland
Robert Bonjean III

Greg & Becky Campbell
Sherry Centanni

Dan & Kristie Chevalier
Dan & Jeri Conboy
Mandar & Laura Dighe

Pat Dillon

United Community Credit
Union

Kathy Entrup

Joe & Jana Hattey

Bo & Erin Knapheide
Deborah Gorman

Zanger & Associates, Inc.
Realtors

Chris & Kim Larson/Midwest
Service Enterprise, Inc.
James & Vickie Lund

Joni Mclees

Signe Oakley

Patricia Pennell

Carolyn Pond

Louie & Theresa Quintero
Barby Rueter

Charles Scholz

Karen Sedovic

Jerry & Marilyn Shackelford
Carolyn Stevenson

Darlene Stevenson

Gerald & Laura Timmerwilke
Ronald & Colae Vecchie
Jennifer Winking

Barbara Fincher

Mary Beth McGee

Nancy Ridenour
Montebello Gardens Florist and
Gifts

Lavender Jewel Interiors
Alpha Dog Training Center
Adriana Hunsaker

Brooke Hunsaker

Barney’s Tavern

Kustom Cuts Hair Salon
Kraves Cakes

Danny & Barb Woodyard
Amy Goehl

Quincy Recycle

STARadio

Mercantile Bank

Titan International, Inc.
Hansen-Spear Funeral Home
Knapheide Manufacturing Co.
Entrup Drywall & Painting, Inc.
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Heartland Bank and Trust Co.
Blessing Health System

Hilbing Autobody

Bryan & Brooke Stokes

Sweet Apricot

Farm & Home Supply
Niemann Foods, Inc.
Oakley-Lindsay Center

Gem City Gymnastics &
Tumbling

Lee Lindsay

Carol Rakers/Creative Gardens
Hansen-Spear Funeral Home
Ron Snider Auto Sales

Dan & Cindy Trower

Derek Zahm State Farm Agency
County Market Liquor Store
Lance & Kamryn Schrepfer
The Range at KC

Game Masters

Hy-Vee Wine & Spirits

Terry & Joyce Hollenberg
Mercantile Bank

Jeff & Gina Wolf

Ethan Beckler

Ace Hardware

Buff City Soap

JP’s Kitchen Catering

R&R Golf

Cedar Crest Country Club
TCBY

Bath & Body Works
Designer’s Edge Day Spa Salon
Heartland Bank and Trust Co.
Kim Wright

Kori Griffin

Quest Stables

W.LS.E. Firearms

Megan Vahle

Memorial Jewelry and More by
Janie

Yellow Kiss Boutique

Platt Daddy BBQ

Fish Window Cleaning
Divine Shine & Detailing
Auto Zone

Breakthru Beverage

Emerald City Jewelers
Carter’s Coffee Bar

Relax Quincy Spas

Wine on Broadway

Four Foints Land Surveying &
Engineering, Inc.

Fundraising Dinner Sponsors

Memorial Hospital

Kunes Country Honda
Freiburg Insurance Agency
Gully Transportation

State Street Bank

Thrivent

Quincy Medical Group
Schmiedeskamp, Robertson,
Neu & Mitchell

Bopi

HOMEBANK

El Rancherito

Quincy Park District
Quincy Folice Department
Quincy Fire Department
Sturhahn Jewelers
Ell:ngton Gift Company
Quincy Brewing Company
Dcmestics, etc.

Udry Jewelry

Kitchen & Bath Gallery
Lowd’s

Mona Fischer

Mr. Rill’s

Meestro’s

Sally Westerhoff
Michael & Stacy Melton
Les & Pam Holcombe
Jennifer Clendenny
Lit-le Jess Jeep

Sandy Thompson

United Systems

SIU Medicine

Pour Haus/Axe Co.
Ke:th & Shirley Stokes
Waylon Rhoads Jewelry
Advocacy Network for Children
Staff

District Designs I
Trav’s Flowers

Sandy Callahan

Quincy Country Club
Chris Austin

Kevin Minnick

Gem City Concert Series
Gina Graff

Diane Fieper

Ky.ee Straube

Erica Parrish

Lisa Theurer

Whitney Mintert
Stephanie Baker

Jokn Melton

Pizzazz Entertainment
Lirda Flesner

Chris Quinn

Scott Stevens

JWCC Cheerleaders
Quincy Transit Line Drivers

Refreshment Services Pepsi
SPECS

TI Trust

Tracy Schlepphorst/Emotion
Belly Books

First Bankers Trust Co.
Barney’s Tavern

Gardner Denver

Sharkey Transportation, Inc.
Kristopher’s Hair Studio
Heather Leindecker, NP, PLLC



Lowell Yates Michele Fickeit

Thomas & Sally Westerhoff

Thank you to the following individuals for volunteering their time to work on our appeal letter

mailing and invitations for our 2024 Fundraising Dinner & Auction
Glenna Brandstatt Donna Fuller Carolyn Kolodziej

Josephine Miller Connie Scott Nancy Featherington
Mary Wilson Lisa McCabe Whitney Mintert
Cathy Becks Pat Bauer Gina Wolf

Diane Meyer LeeAnn Hagerty Diane Disseler

Thank you to the following individuals and businesses for their generous donations and
in-kind gifts throughout the year:

Agency Monetary Donations

Salem Evangelical United
Church of Christ
Kent Dean

Survey Monkey, Inc.
SIU Center for Family
Medicine

Alan & Carol Nichols
Emerald City Jewelers
Matthew Fessler
Quincy Service Club
Gina Wolf

Linda & Hobson Bale

Bob Bergman

James & Marian Bland
Adam & Sarah Bowles
Mike & Jean Buckley
Becky Campbell

Ross & Sherry Centanni
Katie Cernea-Gem City
Gymnastics and Tumbling
Dan & Kristie Chevalier
Maureen Crickard

Bob & Lynn Daly

Kent & Amy Dean
Matthew & Kandi Ehrhart
Dan & Molly Evans

D.D. & Janie Fischer
Donna Foley

Jann Lockman

Lamberl Lodgc No. 659
Feter Harvey

Women of Impact
Stamerjohn Family Fund
through the Community
Foundation

Pittsfield Women’s Club
Sarah Lucey

Mercantile Bank
Unitarian Church

Appeal Letter Monetary Donations

Tracy Genenbacher-T-Force
Marketing

Hardees of Quincy, Inc.
Dennis Grimm

James & Rachel Hansen
Joe & Jana Hattey
Richard & Joy Jurrens
Don & Nancy Kelly

Joe & Denette Kuhlman
Jeff McClean

Mary Beth McGee
Donna McVeigh
Michael & Stacy Melton
Jeffrey & Anne Meyer
Mary Oakley

Patricia Pennell
Carolyn Fond

Tom & Mary Miller

S&D Developers, Inc.
Alexander Campbell
Bethany United Church of
Ckrist

Bc & Erin Knapheide

Jerry & Marilyn Shackelford
Ress & Sherry Centanni
TyAnn Britton

Paunl & Amy Reitz

Stephanie Reyburn

Richard & Sandy Schleppt.orst
Charles Scholz

Donald & Susan Schwartz
Tir1 & Karen Sedovic

Jerry & Marilyn Shackelford
Brvan & Donna Smith
Brvan & Brooke Stokes

Eric & Kathryn Thomas

Jef: & Sharon Tweedell
Ronald & Colae Vecchie
Scott & Robin Walden

Lance & Jo Wiemelt

Cyathia Wort

Appeal Letter Monetary Donations — Advocacy Network for Children Foundation

Hal & Kathy Oakley
Bill & Pattie Paxton

Theresa Spear
Will & Kristin Spear

Lowell Yates

In Support of the CASA Program
Knapheide Manufacturing Co.

In Support of Adams County CASA Program
BCBS Employee Volunteer Theresa McGartland

Dollars for Doers



In Support of Pike County CASA Program
Fittsfield United Methodist

Women

In Support of Hancock County CASA Program
Girl Scout Troop 5144 Carthage Township Chili Community Fund Drive
Harmony Township Fund Drive St. Albans Township Fund Drive Judith Kammerer

In Support of Morgan County CASA Program
Morgan Scott Retired Teachers
Assn.
In Support of the CAC Program
John Schone

In Support of Adams County CAC
Adams County Special Response Team

In Support of Pike County CAC
First Christian Church of Fittsfield

In Honor of Kent Snider’s Retirement from Adams County Board Donations
Brad & Jan Foulter Anthony & Jessica Foster Rozer & Robin Snider
Theresa Spear Lowell Yates Pamela Yates

In-Kind Donations

WGEM

In Support of our Happy Bear Prevention Program and Vo unteers
Quincy Cleaners Bob Daly

Donation of Supplies, Beanie Babies, Kids Toys, Gift Cards, Services
Cathy Dorsey Kandi Hull Sandy Schlepphorst
Trisha Hubbard-Gibson Tom & Michele Pickett Sue Straley
Samantha White Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois Jare Parker
Judy Hoffman Quincy Children’s Museum Deana Brink

United Way Day of Caring Volunteers from Investment Planners Inc.

Kent Stegeman Brady Henry
Julie Baker Garrick Batley
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We apologize for any errors, omissions or fallure to recogmze anyone who has supported our agency.



