advaracy

network for children

“Standing Strong for Abused Childrest June 2025

ABOUT ADVOCACY NETWORK FOR CHILDREN

Advocacy Network for Children opened its doors in January 1990 as CASA of Adams County. Its
mission was to serve abused and neglected children in Adams County. The agency celebrated its
35th anniversary earlier this year.

The CASA program uses trained community volunteers who then become the voice for a child in
the court system. The agency has expanded its CASA program to include the counties of Brown,
Cass, Hancock, Mason, Menard, Morgan, Pike, Schuyler and Scott. Hundreds of children have been
represented by trained CASA volunteers to date through the agency’s CASA program.

In 1999, Advocacy Network for Children opened its first Children’s Advocacy Center in Adams
County. Since then, the agency has opened centers in eight additional counties to serve child vic-
tims of sexual or severe physical abuse. The counties include Brown, Cass, Hancock, McDonough,
Morgan, Pike, Schuyler and Scott. The agency has provided services to thousands of child victims of
sexual abuse or severe physical abuse through its Children’s Advocacy Centers.

Children’s Advocacy Centers use a team approach in the investigation and prosecution of sexual and
severe physical abuse cases involving children. Team members include Children’s Advocacy Center
staff, local law enforcement, State Police, DCFS, State’s Attorneys, mental health, and medical per-
sonnel. Short term counseling is also available for victims and their non-offending family members.

Advocacy Network for Children also provides a prevention program to children Pre-K through 5th
grade. “P.S. It’s My Body” teaches children safety strategies and is designed to decrease children’s
risk of being abused. Children learn to recognize welcome and unwelcome touches, practice saying
“No” and moving away, and to identify trusted adults they can report unwelcome touches to.
Children are reminded that they have the right to say “No” and that abuse is never their fault. The
program includes a teacher and parent component that provides safety tips, strategies for talking
to children about personal safety, and what to do if a child discloses abuse.

The unique services provided by Advocacy Network for Children are free and staff is available 24/7.
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BE A PART OF OUR FUNDRAISING DINNER COMMITTEE

The agency’s Fundraising Dinner Committee is gearing up to start working on the annual fund-
raising dinner to be held on Friday, October 17th. If you or someone you know would like to be a
part of this important committee in any capacity, call Diane Pieper at the office at 217-223-2272.

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
If you are a member of a church, business, or service organization and would like more infor-

mation about our agency and its mission of protecting the children in our community, we would
love to schedule a time to speak with you. Just call the office to set up a time.

CHILD MALTREATMENT CONFERENCE
Tish Hodges (Behavioral Health Therapist), Todd Shackelford (Executive Director),
and Jamie Carroll (CAC Manager) recently attended the La Crosse Child Maltreat-
ment Conference. They gained insights into emerging best practices and strategies
for collaborating with communities and families to safeguard children and secure
justice for child victims of abuse and neglect.

WHY ARE CHILDREN AFRAID TO TELL ABOUT ABUSE
There are a number of reasons why a child may not disclose abuse that is happening to him/her.
Some of those include:
e The abuser shames the child or says the child let it happen.

e The abuser is often manipulative and may try to confuse the child about what is right and
wrong or tell them the abuse is a “game.”

e The abuser may threaten to harm the child or a family member.

e Children are afraid of disappointing their parents and disrupting the family.

e Children often love the abuser and don’t want to get anyone in trouble.

e Some children are too young to understand.

THANK YOou

The agency was chosen as the May recipient of Quarter Madness sponsored by the Quincy Noon
Kiwanis. We raised nearly $1,100.00. A huge thank you to everyone who donated, attended,
supported, and helped collect baskets.

Thank you to the members of the Human Advocacy Committee and to The Budding Artist. The
[llinois Probation and Court Services Association recently held their spring conference in Quincy.
The committee chose the agency to be the recipient of a portion of proceeds from their Sip N
Paint event. Members could also purchase items from the agency’s Amazon wish list. Jamie
Carroll (CAC Manager) and Kristan Miller (Adams County CAC Coordinator) were also invited to
speak at their event on May 7th.

Your thoughtfulness and support of our agency is truly appreciated!

1420 Harrison Street, Quincy, IL 62301

217.223.2272 (phone) 217.223.6791 (fax)
www.advonet.org
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